
IMOS Impact –

20 years of achievement



20 years of IMOS

• Since 2006 IMOS has evolved to measure 
outputs and impact to ensure the program 
meets the needs of end-users.

• Activities to ensure engagement have been 
established such as the Australian Coastal 
and Oceans Modelling and Observations 
(ACOMO) workshops and Forum for 
Operational Oceanography (FOO)

• IMOS was the first NCRIS capability to 
establish an impact database and metric 
system

• IMOS impact reporting is considered the gold 
standard in NCRIS, the Global Ocean 
Observing System and beyond
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How do we measure our impact?

• IMOS’ impact framework is based on the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) framework for assessing 

the scientific and socio-economic impact of 

research infrastructures.

• A modified OECD approach demonstrates how 

IMOS data is taken up and used thousands of 

times, creating impact and benefits at local, 

national and global scales. 

• Data on outputs and applications of data 

underpin IMOS and OECD frameworks.

• This approach has set IMOS apart as a leader in 

impact measurement.
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The overall metrics
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• 350-400 publications per year
• ~80% are direct data uses
• ~10% via products
• <50% are discovered, not 

reported
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Scientific output



How do we use these data?



Impact dashboards



Impact dashboards



Australia's National Climate Risk Assessment (2025) & Technical Reports 19 42

State of the Climate (2024) 17 22

Great Barrier Reef Outlook Report (2024) 18 66

State of the Environment (2021) 24 99

IPCC Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis (IPCC AR6 WG1) 27 119

All recorded policy /policy guidance 27 722

Report/policy guidance # Facilities # Publications

~20% of publications using IMOS data have been used in policy guidance

Tracking and reporting policy applications



Impact dashboards



Impact dashboards



Some highlights after 20 years



Impressive statistics!

Nature publications

Science publications

Publications with 
international authors

Average publication 
authors

Maximum publication 
authors

All top 20 Australian 
universities have published 
using IMOS data

Australian universities have 
published using IMOS data

Of the top 20 World 
universities have published 
using IMOS data

Australian government 
agencies have used IMOS 
data

International 
government agencies 
have used IMOS data



Our newest showcase
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