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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I’d like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians and first Nations People 
of who’s country we are meeting on today. The Kaurna people
and pay our respects to their Country, Elders past, present and future. 

I honour their continuing culture, knowledge, beliefs
and spiritual connection to Country.

I also recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as
the Traditional Custodians of the Country on which we work, and as Australia’s first scientists.

Through collaboration and two-way knowledge sharing, we can learn from each other.



MY STORY 
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Geelong Victoria
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Schooling 2002

Ford Motor 
Company 2003 -

2007

Parks Victoria –
Albert Parks, 

Melbourne 2007 -
2009

Parks Victoria –
You Yangs Regional 

Park 2009 - 2017

Parks Victoria –
Aboriginal Heritage 
Coordinator 2017 -

2023

AIMS Indigenous 
Partnerships 
Coordinator –

September 2023



TOPIC 1: 
Traditional Owner engagement (talking to the right people)

Reach out via email or phone 
call to introduce yourself and 

the planned works. Ask 
about timeframes for 

meeting

Undertake a desktop on the 
region you are planning to 

work and who the Traditional 
Owners are. There might be 

more then one

Ensure you have the 
correct people in the room, 

people that can make 
decisions or are knowledge 

holders.

During the meeting it is important you 
list all the work you want to do, ask 
TO’s if they have done any similar 
works, ask if they have time to be 

involved and how they would like to be 
included (there is always some way to 

be involved).

Before leaving the meeting 
ensure all parties 

understand what the plan is 
(follow up with an email).

Provide updates 
throughout the project and 

once complete follow up 
with a community 

newsletter or meeting. 



Some ways to help identify the correct 
Aboriginal groups

• AIATSIS map – helpful to identify TO 
groups however it’s an old map and 
spelling of groups might have changed. -
Map of Indigenous Australia | AIATSIS 
corporate website

• Native title web site – useful for most 
states but not all TO’s have native title  - 
Maps

• Land council website – NSW  - Land 
Council - NSW Aboriginal Land Council

• First Peoples state relations web site – 
Victoria - First Peoples - State Relations | 
firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au

• Northern Land Council web site – NT -
Northern Land Council NLC | Our Land, 
Our Sea, Our Life

• South Australian Native Title Service – 
South Australia  - PBCs in SA - SA Native 
Title

• Native Land Digital – Interactive map of 
Australia - Native-Land.ca | Our home on 
native land

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.nntt.gov.au/assistance/Geospatial/Pages/Maps.aspx
https://alc.org.au/land_council/
https://alc.org.au/land_council/
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/
https://www.nlc.org.au/
https://www.nlc.org.au/
https://www.nativetitlesa.org/pbcs-sa/
https://www.nativetitlesa.org/pbcs-sa/
https://native-land.ca/
https://native-land.ca/


Traditional Knowledge sharing 
V
Western science knowledge sharing



• Traditional teaching

• V

• Western teaching



• Taking time to talk



TOPIC 2: 
Connection to Sea Country

Aboriginal people have been around for 65+ 
thousands years and have seen the landscape 
change as seas have risen. The image to the left is 
the Australian land mass today and the outer 
yellow area is where the land mass from 20 
thousand years ago.

The are many groups that still have a strong 
connection to the sea floor or areas even though 
it might be covered by water. TO’s might have 
other connections to animals and other sea life. 

•For example – A lot of Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people’s have a connection to the land bridge that 
the old people walked and joined Tas – Vic. During 
a desktop study I undertook for the NESP offshore 
wind farms planned around Australia. We looked 
into the Tasmanian region and during the research 
we found records talking about the land bridge.



Gunditjmara people have a 
strong connection to eels 
that travel from southwest 
Victoria to the Fiji region.



www.aims.gov.au
reception@aims.gov.au
+61 (7) 4753 4444

AIMS: Australia’s tropical marine research agency.

@aims_gov_au

@australianmarinescience

in

David Flagg
d.flagg@aims.gov.au

Mobile: 0476 107 993

Question Time
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