
20 Years of IMOS



Why was IMOS established?
• Oceans matter to Australia as a ‘blue economy’

• national safety, sovereignty and security

• energy security

• food security

• biodiversity conservation

• coastal populations

• climate change, variability, extremes

• resource allocation

• Historically, Australia’s marine observing was 
uncoordinated, had poor coverage, was 
fragmented, and not sustained

• IMOS was established in 2006-7 to address these 
critical issues



The earth moved, winds blew, fires burned and rains 
failed as climate change fears, worsening drought and 
raging bushfires scorched Australia during 2006.

It was also a year scarred with increasing conflict as 
more Australian defence forces were deployed to 
troubled regions across the world.

But there were great stories of courage and 
compassion as Australians rose to the call to help as 
natural disasters ravaged neighbouring countries.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2006-12-14/2006-year-in-review/2154066

The conditions in 2006

• Cyclones hit Qld, WA and NT
• Farmers battled the worst drought in 1,000 

years
• Governments and communities in rural and 

urban areas agreed on steps to preserve 
water resources

• Bushfires in Vic and Tas



The establishment of IMOS



What have we achieved?

• Over 4,000 publications

• Almost 500 policy documents

• Almost 500 postgraduate projects

• Almost 13,000 data users in 100 countries

• Over 1 billion ocean measurements delivered

• Historically, Australia’s marine observing was 
uncoordinated, had poor coverage, was 
fragmented, and not sustained – not anymore!



The growth of our observing
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The growth of our outputs



AODN 20yrs

Changes in compute infrastructure – University Infrastructure -> Research Infrastructure -> Commercial Cloud (shows operational maturity)

Evolution in data delivery Portals – yes, we ran multiple production Portals between until 2016 (one IMOS/eMII specific, the other ‘AODN’)

2010 2016
AODN – some of the people, many new faces

now



The growth of IMOS funds
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IMOS NCRIS (and related schemes) funding 2006-2028

• Any additional funding for CoastRI or other step change 
elements are not included here



The growth of our 
community



The growth of our 
community



Where will we take IMOS next?

• Oceans still matter to Australia’s economy

• Climate change impacts are increasing

• Demand for “ocean information” is 
increasing

• As we look to the future we also want to 
take some time to reflect on and celebrate 
the success of IMOS – put your thinking 
caps on.
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