
Australia’s Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) is enabled by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 
Strategy (NCRIS). It is operated by a consortium of institutions as an unincorporated joint venture, with the University of 

Tasmania as Lead Agent. 
 

  

IMOS Bulletin 
Issue #90 May 2020 
Welcome to the IMOS Bulletin. Please feel free to distribute this email bulletin to others. The Bulletin is also available for 
download from the website at http://imos.org.au/news/news-publications/bulletin/.  
If you have any comments or questions regarding the IMOS Bulletin please contact IMOS Communications, 
communication@imos.org.au. 

 
Update from the IMOS Director regarding changed working conditions due to COVID-19  
 
Hello IMOS community. I hope you are all doing well and managing in the current conditions. I know a number of you 
have had shifting and increased workloads on top of juggling working from home. I hope all of you are doing well and 
that the move toward easing restrictions is making life a bit easier. 
 
As many of you know, we recently completed the March quarterly reporting of Facilities. While most of our Facilities 
have had at least some level of disruption due to travel disruptions, social distancing requirements and lack of access to 
vessels, I was impressed to see how well programs were prepared and are adjusting. For example, the robust designs of 
moorings and deployment systems mean servicing delays are manageable in the short-term. Some operators have 
altered sampling regimes on sensors to extend battery life to reduce loss of data. Others have found partners who could 
help with maintenance or have worked to develop protocols to allow a return to field work. This ingenuity and resilience 
is a testament to our community and will ensure as much continuity in the program as possible.  
 
I thank all of you for your ongoing efforts to keep IMOS running.  
 
Michelle Heupel 
 
Michelle.Heupel@utas.edu.au 
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The latest news from the Australian Ocean Data Network (AODN) 
 
New data collections available via the AODN Portal: 
 
AODN releases new Velocity Hourly Time Series product from IMOS Moorings. 
The new velocity hourly time series product aggregates all available eastward (U), northward (V) and upwards (W) 
velocity measurements from Acoustic Doppler Current Profilers (ADCP) and current meters from one site into a single 
file. More information. 
 
New Synthetic Aperture Radar Waves database available through the AODN Portal. 
The IMOS Surface Waves sub-Facility has developed an Australian Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) waves database from 
Europe’s Sentinel-1 A and B SAR satellites to support scientific and industrial marine research in Australia. More 
Information. 
 
The IMOS data holdings are detailed in a suite of reports generated by the AODN on a monthly basis. The 
summary reports for April 2020 can be downloaded directly via the IMOS website 
http://imos.org.au/data/data/datareports/.  
 
NCRIS acknowledgement statement 

The Department of Education, Skills and Employment have recently updated the wording of how NCRIS capabilities need 
to acknowledge NCRIS funding. IMOS has updated our acknowledgement statement to the following: 
 
Australia’s Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) is enabled by the National Collaborative Research 
Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS). It is operated by a consortium of institutions as an unincorporated joint venture, with 
the University of Tasmania as Lead Agent. 
 
Any users of IMOS data are required to clearly acknowledge the source of the material with this new statement. In 
particular in publications and presentations. We have updated the PowerPoint template and the IMOS Factsheet which 
can be downloaded from the IMOS resources page http://imos.org.au/about/resources/, along with the IMOS logo files.  

If you require the NCRIS logo or the full IMOS cloud of logos (which includes the new statement, NCRIS logo, and the 
Principal and Associate Participant logos) please contact IMOS Communications communication@imos.org.au. 

Have you used IMOS data? We want to hear about it. 

If you have used or are using IMOS data, it's simple to let us know through our new self-reporting links on our website.  
http://imos.org.au/news/user-reporting/.  
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IMOS Activity Planning 

You can now view an interactive map of the IMOS Facilities and their planned activities for 2019-20 on the IMOS website 
at http://imos.org.au/facilities/imosactivityplanning/.  
 
Please note that since March 2020 due to the travel bans and social distancing measures necessary to manage Covid-19 
many of the observing activities of IMOS have been delayed. 
 
 

 

 

Call for postgraduate student and early career research projects using IMOS data to profile through 
our communication channels 
 
We enjoy highlighting students and early career researchers who use IMOS data through our various communication 
channels: the IMOS website, Marine Matters newsletter, and our social media accounts. 
 
If you are a student or early career researcher using IMOS data and would like to be featured please fill in this online 
form. 
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OceanCurrent News 
 
IMOS ocean gliders back in the water to observe a marine heatwave near Broome 
We deployed our first ocean glider on the 6th May since the fleet was pulled out of the water in March. 
You can keep up to date with the  gliders’ progress and monitor the development of this marine event in near real-time 
with IMOS OceanCurrent. 
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Ocean Best practices 
Ocean Best Practice System initiative are seeking information on existing capacity development activities. This 
information will help map current activities and identify gaps to prioritise for capacity development for Ocean Best 
Practices. You can help by filling in the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q7RC2KR.  
 
Deadline is 13 June 2020 

Paper of the month 
This month we’d like to highlight the following paper that references IMOS data: 
 
Gustaaf Hallegraeff, Ruth Eriksen, Claire Davies et al. 2020 The marine planktonic dinoflagellate Tripos: 60 years of 
species-level distributions in Australian waters. Australian Systematic Botany 33(4): 392-411. 
 
This recently published paper summarises Tripos species taxonomy in Australian tropical, subtropical, temperate and 
Southern Ocean environments on the basis of 727 IMOS National Reference Station and 5,902 IMOS Continuous 
Plankton Recorder samples, with 849 historical records curated in the Australian phytoplankton database (which is made 
available through the Australian Ocean Data Network Portal). 
 
The authors collated 15 572 Australian species level data belonging to the genus Tripos across all datasets, and 
then described diversity, distribution and ecosystem implications. 
 

 
Map of Australia with the sampling locations mentioned in the paper. The IMOS National Reference Stations (NRS) and 
Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) transects have been combined with literature data.  Light grey dots represent 
sampling locations where no Tripos species were observed. (Figure courtesy of Aus Syst Bot)  
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To read the full paper: https://www.publish.csiro.au/sb/SB19043  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMOS acknowledges the Traditional Custodians and Elders of the land and sea on which we work and observe and 
recognise their unique connection to land and sea. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
past, present and future. 
  


