
Australia’s Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) is enabled by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 
Strategy (NCRIS). It is operated by a consortium of institutions as an unincorporated joint venture, with the University of 

Tasmania as Lead Agent. 
 

  

IMOS Bulletin 
Issue #89 April 2020 
Welcome to the IMOS Bulletin. Please feel free to distribute this email bulletin to others. The Bulletin is also available for 
download from the website at http://imos.org.au/news/news-publications/bulletin/.  
If you have any comments or questions regarding the IMOS Bulletin please contact IMOS Communications, 
communication@imos.org.au. 

 
Update from the IMOS Director regarding changed working conditions due to COVID-19  
 
We hope that this Bulletin finds all of our IMOS colleagues and community safe and well. Like many of you, the IMOS 
Office and AODN are continuing to work from home. While this situation makes life a bit more complicated, the zoom 
meetings are operating well and social distancing seems to be producing benefits for controlling the spread of COVD-19. 
 
We realise that social distancing measures and travel bans have affected the activities of a large portion of the IMOS 
program. We understand these implications and are relaying this information to the Department to keep them posted 
on disturbance to the program. However, some groups are trialling altered approaches to allow field work to continue 
while still meeting social distancing rules. Undertaking trips of shorter duration or operating off of different vessels 
seems to be working for some. There are also signals that restrictions may start to ease which might facilitate 
resumption of additional field work. Please continue to keep us posted on how your operations change through this 
period. 
 
Thanks for all of your ongoing efforts to keep IMOS as productive as possible through this period of disruption.  
 
Michelle Heupel 
 
Michelle.Heupel@utas.edu.au 
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The latest news from the Australian Ocean Data Network (AODN) 
 
New data collections available via the AODN Portal: 
 
New global ocean wind speed and direction database available on the AODN Portal 
The new database is a global ocean wind speed and direction database obtained from seven different satellite 
scatterometers which have been operational over the 27-year period from 1992 until 2018. The database is from the 
IMOS Surface Waves Sub-Facility and can be used for studying the impacts of extreme wind speeds, assist with ship 
routing, and the feasibility and design of coastal and offshore structures. More information. 
 
AODN releases new Velocity Aggregated Time Series product from IMOS moorings 
The velocity aggregated time series product, concatenates eastward (U), northward (V), and upward (W) current values 
from all files corresponding to one mooring site. More information. 
 
The IMOS data holdings are detailed in a suite of reports generated by the AODN on a monthly basis. The 
summary reports for March 2020 can be downloaded directly via the IMOS website 
http://imos.org.au/data/data/datareports/.  
 
NCRIS acknowledgement statement 

The Department of Education, Skills and Employment have recently updated the wording of how NCRIS capabilities need 
to acknowledge NCRIS funding. IMOS has updated our acknowledgement statement to the following: 
 
Australia’s Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) is enabled by the National Collaborative Research 
Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS). It is operated by a consortium of institutions as an unincorporated joint venture, with 
the University of Tasmania as Lead Agent. 
 
Any users of IMOS data are required to clearly acknowledge the source of the material with this new statement. In 
particular in publications and presentations. We have updated the PowerPoint template and the IMOS Factsheet which 
can be downloaded from the IMOS resources page http://imos.org.au/about/resources/, along with the IMOS logo files.  

If you require the NCRIS logo or the full IMOS cloud of logos (which includes the new statement, NCRIS logo, and the 
Principal and Associate Participant logos) please contact IMOS Communications communication@imos.org.au. 

Have you used IMOS data? We want to hear about it. 

If you have used or are using IMOS data, it's simple to let us know through our new self-reporting links on our website.  
http://imos.org.au/news/user-reporting/.  
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IMOS Activity Planning 

You can now view an interactive map of the IMOS Facilities and their planned activities for 2019-20 on the IMOS website 
at http://imos.org.au/facilities/imosactivityplanning/.  
 

 

 

Calling for postgraduate student projects using IMOS data to profile through our communication 
channels 
 
We enjoy highlighting students who use IMOS data through our various communication channels: the IMOS website, 
Marine Matters newsletter, and our social media accounts. 
 
If you are a student (or know of one) using IMOS data and would like to be featured please email 
communication@imos.org.au 
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OceanCurrent News 
 
Glider reveals extreme heating to 40m depth on the Southern GBR  
An IMOS ocean glider, deployed on the southern Great Barrier Reef (GBR), has captured the vertical profile of 
temperature (see figure below) indicating the extreme temperatures at the surface had extended right to the bottom 
during the last days of the marine heatwave. Read the full story at the IMOS OceanCurrent website. 
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Paper of the month 
This month we’d like to highlight the following paper that references IMOS data: 
 
Schlaff AM, Heupel MR, Udyawer V, Simpfendorfer CA (2020) Sex-based differences in movement and space use of the 
blacktip reef shark, Carcharhinus melanopterus. PLoS ONE 15(4): e0231142. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231142  
 
This recently published study reveals sex-based differences in movements of blacktip reef sharks. Passive acoustic 
telemetry was used to examine residency, space use and depth use of 40 blacktip reef sharks, Carcharhinus 
melanopterus, on an inshore reef in Queensland, Australia, and assess temporal or biological influences. The IMOS 
Animal Tracking Facility deploys the acoustic receivers in this region. 
 
The study tracked blacktip reef sharks for up to 860 days and found that space use of adult males and females was 
similar much of the year, but during mating season males used much more space. The results highlight the importance 
of inshore reef habitats to blacktip reef sharks and provide evidence of connectivity with offshore reefs, at least for adult 
males. 
 
All tracking data available at: https://portal.aodn.org.au  
 
To read the full paper: https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0231142  

IMOS Community Social Media Guidelines 
 
The Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) regularly uses our social media channels to engage, promote and 
announce events to the IMOS community, people from the broader scientific community, and the public.  
 
We are very proud of the work the IMOS community undertakes, and we strongly encourage the promotion of IMOS-
related activities across social media.  
 
When sharing IMOS-related news across social media we ask that you follow our simple social media guidelines:   
 
Please Do 

• Tag the official IMOS account (See below), so we are notified and can share your news.  
• Ensure you have a statement in your bio that your views are your own. 
• Remember that social media is a public forum, so please keep IMOS-related posts and comments respectful and 

apolitical. 

Please Don’t 
• Don’t ‘@’, mention, or tag photos with IMOS stakeholders, leaders of agencies, or government officials. So long 

as you’ve tagged the official IMOS account in your post, we will consider further tagging or other engagement.  
• Don’t engage in troll-like behaviour in posts, comments or threads. 
• Don’t post discriminatory or offensive material. 
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• Don’t post any material that breaches confidentiality or privacy. 

In addition, please make sure you are familiar with your own institution’s social media policy. If you have any questions 
or if you need further guidance, please contact communications@imos.org.au.  
 
Keep up to date with IMOS through our Social Media accounts:  
 
Facebook: @Integrated Marine Observing System - IMOS 
Twitter: @IMOS_AUS 
LinkedIn: Integrated Marine Observing System 
Instagram: @imos_australia  
 
More information. 
 


