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Commodore Fiona Freeman was commissioned into the Royal Australian Navy in 
February 1988. During her 30 year career, she has specialised as a Hydrographic 
Surveyor and gained experience at sea and ashore in the areas of command, 
operations, training and human resource management. 
 
As a Junior Officer Fiona spent time at sea in HMA Ships Stalwart, Flinders, 
Moresby and Paluma and HMNZS Monowai. In 1992 she participated in Sail 
Training Ship Young Endeavour’s circumnavigation of the globe as part of the 
international commemoration of Christopher Columbus’ journey 500 years earlier. 
Fiona was aboard HMAS Jervis Bay when it deployed to Somalia in 1993 in support 
of Operation Solace.  
 
Fiona has commanded at the operational level at sea as Commanding Officer HMAS 
Benalla (2002-3) and HS Red (2006-09). She has seen operational service under the 
United Nations mandate in East Timor (XO HMAS Labuan 2000) and participated in 
Australian Government Border Protection operations at sea (CO HS Red 2008). Fiona 
has also held a number of headquarter-level positions both in the Single Service 
(Navy) and the Joint environment in the areas of training, operational planning and 
human resources. In the training area she has been in charge of Navy Hydrographic 
specialist training. In the area of human resources she has been the lead career advisor 
for all Navy Junior Officers and subsequently, on promotion to Captain in 2011, the 
Director of Navy’s Career Management Agency. Since then Fiona has been Director 
Military Options (J55) in the planning branch at Joint Operations Command and has 
also served as the Chief-of-Staff to the Vice Chief of the Defence Force and the 
Deputy Chief-of-Staff within Headquarters Navy Strategic Command. She assumed 
the role of Hydrographer of Australia on promotion to Commodore in December 
2017.  
 
Fiona is a graduate of both the United Kingdom’s Higher Command and Staff Course 
and Australia’s Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies. She holds Master Degrees 
in Management (Defence Studies), Arts (Strategic Studies) and Hydrographic 
Surveying.  


