
Strategy and relevance of IMOS 
Discussion and Q&A



UWA – Tim Colmer
1. Open access to IMOS data – the AODN portal enables our researchers to access important 

data sets and encourages collaborations; both of these provide research 
opportunities/publications. More broadly, this provides a useful ‘role model’ for the ‘UWA 
Vision 2030’ which espouses increased open access data.

2. IMOS Network – infrastructure capabilities beyond one (or even a few) individual 
organisations, efficient use of resources and ideas for prioritisation, sharing of knowledge 
and expertise, research collaborations (e.g. meta-analyses, publications, and joint grant 
proposals), networking and professional development of researchers. This facilitates multi-
disciplinary research.

3. IMOS Facilities/Platforms – use of data and also deployments to specific priority areas and 
research questions (e.g. gliders, radar, moorings buoys, Argo, remote sensing data, etc). In 
addition, the important opportunity to develop new equipment (New Technologies Proving 
Grants). Access to quality research infrastructure enables grant proposals and research 
outcomes.

4. IMOS critical mass for highlighting the importance of Oceans Research, attracting 
infrastructure funding, and attracting national and international attention (including new 
international collaborators). All partners benefit from this increased ‘profile’ and delivery of 
research outcomes, and so does our communities/industries/Nation.



SIMS – Peter Steinberg
SIMS as operator of the NSW node of IMOS has been involved in IMOS since its 
inception. Involvement in IMOS has been instrumental in establishing SIMS as a major 
node of marine science in Australia, and between direct NCRIS funding and co-
investment from other parties it remains our largest research program. It has proved 
enormously beneficial in bringing different scientists and institutions together, and 
integrating across disciplines.

SIMS research is primarily coastal, and SIMS as a partner, and I as a Board member, have 
long advocated for increasing coastal activities and facilities of IMOS. This is happening, 
and is explicitly part of the 5 year strategy for IMOS, further strengthening our IMOS 
related activities. Similarly, the increased focus on biological observing fits well with 
SIMS’ overall activities, including in areas where we have particular strengths, eg, 
microbial ecology, larval fishes. Having said that, the increasing capacity in physical 
oceanography in NSW is of course congruent with many core IMOS activities.

All three of the IMOS Facilities that we run (ATF, AUV/Benthic monitoring and the NSW 
moorings) are clearly valued by relevant NSW government agencies, as indicated by the 
now recurrent, substantial co-investment by the State in IMOS in NSW. 
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