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History behind the NMSP process 

Don’t be confused… 
NMSC is “the committee 

formerly known as” OPSAG 

Marine and Climate Super Science - $387.7m 
• A state-of-the-art marine research vessel to 

replace the RV Southern Surveyor 
• Extension of the Integrated Marine Observing 

System network 
• New tropical marine infrastructure investments at 

the Australian Institute of Marine Science 
• An upgrade to Australia's peak high-performance 

climate change computing capacity 
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History behind the NMSP process 

General framework 
More specific e.g. 

included some 
recommendations 

“Meat on the bones” 
- specific priorities, 
recommendations 
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NMSP and IMOS 

IMOS 
science 
planning 
“out in 

front of” 
the NMSP 
process… 
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NMSP and IMOS strategy and planning 

There are eight thematic areas relevant to marine science, each addressing a grand 
challenge for Australia over the next decade.  These are: 
•Sovereignty, security and natural hazards 
•Energy security 
•Food security 
•Biodiversity conservation and ecosystem health 
•Dealing with climate change 
•Optimal resource allocation 
•Urban coastal environments 
•Infrastructure 
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Reflections on White Papers/Symposium 

• IMOS well represented in the NMSP process 
• Infrastructure WP consistent with IMOS Strategy 

– Strong support for IMOS 
– Related priorities in research vessels, marine data, 

autonomous systems, coastal observing, remote 
sensing, high performance computing… 

• Infrastructure requirements in other WPs? 
– no real surprises 
– Scope: need to be clear where IMOS could grow vs 

where an ‘IMOS-like’ approach could be taken 
– Strong call to be better organised in the coastal zone 
– IMOS does coastal observing, our strategy is to grow… 
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In representing IMOS within the NMSP 
process, and in fighting to secure ongoing 

funding within the NCRIS process, it is 
interesting to reflect on how the IMOS 

community presents itself… 



Thank you 

Comments, questions? 



IMOS is a national research infrastructure, supported by Australian Govern   
It is led by University of Tasmania in partnership with the Australian marine  
and climate science community.  

The Operators of the IMOS infrastructure are: 

www.imos.org.au 
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