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POLICY - Acknowledgement of Use of IMOS Data 
 
Overview 
 
The purpose of this Policy is to outline the preferred wording for acknowledging the use of IMOS 
data in publications and re-use of the data collected under the auspices of the Australian 
Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS), as required under the IMOS Funding Agreement 
(signed 22 May 2007). 
 
Background 
 
The IMOS Funding Agreement can be viewed at http://imos.org.au/reports0.html.  In reference 
to this Policy, relevant clauses are (see Attachment): 
• Clause 6 ‘Acknowledgement and Publicity’, and Schedule 1 item G ‘Acknowledgement and 

Publication’ – which outlines the preferred wording for acknowledgement of the Australian 
Government’s contribution to IMOS. 

• Clause 7 ‘Subcontracting’, and Schedule 1 item H ‘Subcontractors’ - which transfers the 
intellectual property, acknowledgement, publicity and eMII requirements to the Operators 
who will be subcontracted to implement the IMOS infrastructure. 

• Attachment A ‘Project Plan’, item 3.3 ‘Information Management and Access’, with sub-
clauses 3.3.1 ‘Role of electronic Marine Information Infrastructure (eMII)’; and 3.3.2 
‘Intellectual Property (IP)’ – which stipulate the key role of eMII, the IP rights and that data 
will be openly available, provided unencumbered and access will be free and timely. 

• Attachment E ‘Performance Indicators’, which include circumstances where IMOS and its 
Operators are required to provide statistics on use of the IMOS data. 

 
The following items were considered in setting a Policy relating to the acknowledgement of the 
use of IMOS data: 
• The need to gather usage statistics, to enable reporting against IMOS Performance 

Indicators. 
• In some circumstances, access to data may need more monitoring.  These may include 

circumstances where IP existed at the commencement of IMOS, or for specialised 
deployments of the IMOS equipment. 

• Ease of use in accessing the data, including standardisation of formats, and simplification of 
any sign-on requirements. 

• Data to be released with an explicit statement of ownership (ie acknowledging the 
organisation who has the IP rights, the individual who has the moral rights (if relevant) and 
meeting the Australian Government’s preferred wording for their contribution – this 
requirement to follow through with any publication or re-use of the IMOS data. 

• The use of a central repository (eMII) for storage of and access to IMOS data.  However, if 
IMOS data is available prior to set-up of eMII, Operators may allow alternative access, 
provided the guidelines in this Policy are followed. 
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Policy Statement 
 
Access to IMOS data will be provided in a free, open and timely manner.  However, to meet the 
requirements of the IMOS Funding Agreement and to manage the intellectual property rights of 
the owners of the IMOS data we need set guidelines for access to the data and acknowledging 
its use.  Those guidelines are: 
• IMOS data will normally only be available though IMOS’ electronic Marine Information 

Infrastructure (eMII) facility. 
• If IMOS data is to be provided via any means other than through eMII (which will only be 

permissible during periods that eMII is not available), it must be provided following the 
guidelines in this Policy. 

• Fields to be included in the metadata record for all IMOS data, which must remain with the 
data in the event of any re-use will be: 
 IMOS acknowledgement – “This data was sourced as part of the Integrated Marine 

Observing System (IMOS) - IMOS is supported by the Australian Government 
through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy and the Super 
Science Initiative.” 

 Intellectual Property Ownership– the name of the IMOS Operator who owns the 
infrastructure which sourced that data, and hence who has the intellectual property rights 
to the data 

 Background Intellectual Property Ownership (where relevant) - Any IPR existing at the 
commencement date of IMOS will be recognised and respected and will only be used as 
authorised by the owner of the IPR or as permitted under Law.   

• Except where otherwise negotiated with the IMOS Project Office, any users (including re-
packagers) of IMOS data, data products, services and publications are required to clearly 
acknowledge the source of the material derived from IMOS in the format ““Data was 
sourced from the Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) - IMOS is supported by 
the Australian Government through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 
Strategy and the Super Science Initiative.” 

• The citation in a list of references is “IMOS <year of data download>”, and an internet 
address (to be advised) that provides access to all IMOS data. 

• Re-packagers of IMOS data should include a statement that information about data quality 
and lineage is available from the metadata record and a statement that data, products and 
services from IMOS are provided “as is” without any warranty as to fitness for a particular 
purpose. 

• In some instances several Parties will work collaboratively to develop value-added products 
or services. In these instances, except in the circumstances where IMOS funds development 
of data products and/or services, or where subject to another project agreement, IP rights 
will be equally shared amongst the Parties as tenants in common, regardless of the 
individual level of contribution made by a project party in developing the material. 

• In providing user access to eMII, sign-on requirements will be as simple as possible (with a 
preference for self-registration).  To gather statistics for IMOS Performance Indicators, users 
will be required to complete a simple questionnaire each year when re-registering, which will 
focus on the use of the data previously obtained. 

 
Further Information 
 
For any questions in relation to this Policy, please contact: 
Jo Neilson, IMOS Executive Officer, Phone 03 6226 7139, email jo.neilson@imos.org.au  
Roger Proctor, eMII Director, Phone 03 6226 1977, email roger.proctor@utas.edu.au  
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ATTACHMENT 
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